WHO CAN BECOME WHAT?

Often the question arises whether a pastor in one relationship with a church can change that relationship to another one. This information is provided below in hopes to clarify this issue:

Associate Pastor may not become the next installed Pastor of a church in which he/she has served as Associate Pastor

Interim Pastor or Associate Interim may not become the next installed Pastor of a church in which she/he has served as an Interim Pastor or Associate.

Covenant Pastor can become the next installed Pastor of a church after a thorough search for a pastor is not successful and three-fourths of the presbytery gives approval.
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Important Dates

1st Thursdays
1:30 PM  ~  Examinations Committee

2nd Thursdays
1:00 PM ~ COM Subcommittees
Presbytery of the James

   2:30 PM ~ Committee on Ministry
PASTORAL

RELATIONSHIPS

WITH CHURCHES

A description of pastoral relationships within

the Presbyterian Church (USA)



I

n the Presbyterian Church (USA), there are two kinds of relationships between pastors and congregations: installed and temporary. This brochure is an attempt to indicate the differences between these three kinds of relationships.
Installed
(Book of Order, G-2.0504; G-2.0504a)

Pastor and Associate Pastor
Elected by congregation and the relationship established by presbytery. Call has to be approved by presbytery and can only be changed by presbytery. Associate Pastor may not be called to succeed the pastor.  May be called for an indefinite period or for a designated term determined by the presbytery in consultation with the congregation and specified in the call.
Co-Pastor
Ministers called and installed with equal responsibility for pastoral ministry.

Temporary
(Book of Order, G-2.0504b)

Interim Pastor or Associate
Invited by the Session to fulfill pastoral duties for a period not to exceed 12 months at a time while the church seeks a pastor. May not be the next installed pastor, co-pastor, or associate pastor of a church served as Interim pastor.

Covenant I Pastor (six months or less)
Appointed by the presbytery, after consultation with the Session, to perform the functions of a pastor in a church not seeking an installed pastor. Relationship shall be established only by the presbytery and shall not exceed 6 months at a time. With presbytery's approval, may serve as Moderator of Session.

Covenant Pastor II (twelve months or less)
Minister secured by the Session when there is no pastor. May be called to be pastor or associate pastor of a church served as temporary supply if approved by 3/4 vote of the presbytery after a thorough search.

Organizing Pastor
Appointed by the presbytery to serve as pastor to a group of people in the process of organizing a new Presbyterian Church. With concurrence of COM and presbytery may become the pastor without having to elect a PNC.

Student Supply
Must be approved by presbytery if a candidate or inquirer. Student may serve as Covenant Supply Intern.
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