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DEVOTING OURSELVES 
“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” Acts 2:42 

 

 When I was in school, I remember that sweet feeling of the last day of school. As a child I 
would place an “X” on the days in the May and June calendar leading up to a three month res-
pite from rising early, shoveling in breakfast to catch the bus, as well as the constant barrage of 
homework and tests. I recall during high school that glorious sensation of driving away from 
campus with friends, blasting over the car stereo a summertime themed pop song, a liberation 
anthem.  
 Seasons of rest from school help kids to be re-energized for the next grade. And yet what 
teachers often observe is that when students have a too-long break without academic engage-
ment, they often regress and the first few months when they return require reviewing what they 
learned the prior school year. And so, the debate ensues as to whether year-round school would 
result in less setbacks and more academic growth. As you well know, there are pros and cons on 
both sides.  
 Most churches’ calendars mirror that of the schools’ and our congregation is no exception. 
We tend to reduce our activity in the summer—Sunday school and Wednesday Night fellowship 
are in recess as well as many other study and fellowship groups. Summertime is a season of res-
pite from the constant lesson planning, meal preparation, and organizing.   
 And yet I have begun to wonder if this can transmute into a kind of “resting” from follow-

ing Jesus. God ordained a day of rest as a 
vital part of our health and growth as not 
only individuals but as a faith community 
and unfortunately we woefully neglect 
this. However, “resting” is not the same as 
“taking a break” from disciple-making 
and formation. Checking out of church for 
the summer stunts our spiritual develop-
ment and conveys a message to society 
that we truly do not find our rest in God, 
but in self-absorbed warm-weather diver-
sions.  (continued on next page) 
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 In the passage following God’s sending of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, after the verse 
quoted above we read this, “Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being 
done by the apostles…Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at 
home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of the people. 
And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved.” (Acts 2:43-47). 
 In the early Church, there was activity and rest, and sometimes the rest was found alone, 
but often it was found with other believers. The earliest followers of Jesus knew the importance 
of coming together daily for the building of their faith and the adding to their numbers those 
whom God was calling to their fellowship. 
 This fact has not changed. 
 Summer may be a time for us to take a break from the type of activities we sustain during 
the school year, but instead of “checking out” we should “check in” to different ways of fellow-
shipping and studying. You will be hearing about some ways that the church will help you in 
this. But my hope is that you will find creative ways of growing in faith and walking together. 
Maybe you will form a summertime book group and discuss issues of faith, or begin a discipline 
of daily prayer with fellow members—[In case you didn’t know, the PC(USA) website offers a 
“Daily Prayer” app available for Apple and Android platforms. Simply go to pcusa.org, click 
“follow the lectionary” on top of the screen then look at the left menu bar for “Get the Daily 
Prayer App”]— or host a family faith and film night, or organize hikes to explore God’s creation 
with others, or take advantage of Camp Hanover’s wonderful camps for children as well as fami-
lies. 
 Devoting ourselves to growing together in Christ is something we should never take a 
break from, for we find our growth, our mission, and our rest in following Jesus. I look forward 
to hearing from you about how you will devote yourself this summer. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
Patrick   
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YOUTH GROUP CALENDAR 

May 4 6-8:00 p.m. Dinner and Program 

May 11  No Youth Group—Mother’s Day 

May 18 TBA Photo Scavenger Hunt 

May 25  No Youth Group—Enjoy the  
Memorial Day Weekend with your Family! 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS...MARK 

YOUR CALENDARS!! 

Plan ahead for these special June Events: 
 

Sunday, June 1—Senior Recognition Sunday 
Worship changes to 10:00 a.m. 

No Sunday School 
4:00 p.m.  All-church Picnic with  

Richmond Pops Band Concert 
 

Sunday, June 8— 
1:00 p.m.  End-of-Year Pool Party 

SENIOR HIGH YOUTH  

CONFERENCE 

MONTREAT, NC 

July 19-26, 2014 

JUNIOR HIGH  

YOUTH CONFERENCE 

MASSANETTA SPRINGS, VA 

JUNE 19-22, 2014 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2014 UPDATE  

 

When:  July 14-18      

Ages:  3 years old – rising 5th grade    

Theme:  Workshop of Wonders – Imagine and Build with God! 

 

Remember that this is open to the community.  

Tell your family, friends and neighbors! 

 
Please Note the Open VBS Positions Below: 

 
Daily Assemblies: 
1. “Rivet the Ant”, puppet (adult or older youth) 
2. “Sandy Paper, Carpenter”, sidekick (adult or older youth) 
3. A/V Operator (daily openings & Friday closing) 
 
Friday Final Assembly Help (set up & take down chairs, set up for Sunday) 
4 adults or youth 
 
Friday Reorganizing (putting supplies, decorations, furniture, etc. back in place) 
4-6 adults or youth 
 
Teachers:      
1. 1 Teacher or 2 Co-teachers: 3 Year Old Class 
2. 1 Teacher or 2 Co-teachers: Older 3’s and Younger 4’s Class 
3. 1 Co-Teacher: 4 Year Old Class 
4. 1 Teacher or 2 Co-Teachers: Rising Kindergarten Class 
5. 1 Teacher or 2 Co-Teachers: Rising 2nd Grade Class  
6. 1 Teacher or 2 Co-teachers: Rising 3rd Grade Class 
7. 1 Teacher or 2 Co-teachers: Rising 4th-5th 

Grade Class 
 
Activity Leaders: 
1. Recreation 
2. Music 
 
Classroom Snacks: 
Prep, serve, clean up: one or more days 
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Adult Assistants: 
1. 2 in the 3 Year Old Class  
2. 2 in the Older 3’s- Younger 4’s class 
3. 1 or 2 in the 4 Year Old Class 
4. 1 or 2 in the Rising Kindergarten Class  
5. 1 in the Rising 2nd Grade Class 
6. 6-8 in Crafts 
 
 
Youth Helpers:  (rising 6th grade through high school) 
1. 3  in the 3 Year Old Class 
2. 3  in the Older 3’s – Younger 4’s Class 
3. 2  in the 4 Year Old Class 
4. 1-2 in the Rising Kindergarten Class 
5. 1-2 in the Rising 2nd Grade Class 
6. 1 in the Rising 3rd Grade Class 
7. 1 in the 4th-5th Grade Class 
8. 1 in Outreach 
 
Nursery Care: 
2 Adults- one or more days 
 

We cannot hold VBS without your time and help. Thank you to those who have 
already filled a position!  

 REGISTRATION / VOLUNTEER FORMS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE 
 NARTHEX, AT THE DUNTREATH HALL DISPLAY, AND 

ONLINE AT www.tuckahoepres.org  
REGISTER YOUR CHILDREN & VOLUNTEEER TO HELP ON THE FORM 

Sign up to help at the display in Duntreath Hall, or contact Becky Loggins: Phone  
201-0571    Email: krebeccagoode@gmail.com 
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A PRAYER FOR  

VACATION BIBLE 

SCHOOL 

 
Almighty God, without whom we can 

do nothing, help us to dedicate our 
hearts to a time of personal relationship 
with you, and to hear what you desire 
of us as we prepare for Vacation Bible 

School. Thank you for the gifts you 
have given to us and call us to use for 
your glory through VBS ministry this 

summer. We pray that Your Holy Spirit 
will lead us and 

guide us through the 
days to come; that 

we will allow you to 
guide us and to put 
your will before all 
else; through our 
Lord and Savior  

Jesus Christ. Amen. 

ANOTHER IMPORTANT 

WAY YOU CAN HELP WITH 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

...HELP US DECORATE ! 

 
Decorating - These six separate small areas 
can be done by individuals, families, adult 
Sunday School classes, Divisions, friends, 
etc. 

1.Duntreath lead and helpers – Mix of 
some or all creative categories listed 
below 
 
2. Stairwells (3), and entry hall ceiling 
– balloons / gear shapes / colorful  
paper or fabric as paint pouring / etc. 
 
3. 1st half of preschool hall and small 
portion of entry wall-building toys 
(Legos, other construction toys) 
 
4. Hall to the left of entry hall and por-
tion of entry wall – painting (artistic & 
walls-buckets, brushes, drapes of  
color, etc.) 
 
5. Front hall and small portion of entry 
wall –gears/machinery/robots/
wheels 
 
6. 2nd floor hall between rooms 210 
and 202-drawing/coloring/paper fold-
ing 
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WHAT’S GOING ON WITH CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES  
Sunday, May 4 –   Children’s Church for age 4 through 1st grade. Following “Moments 
with the Children” during the service, the children walk with Ms. Loggins to room 201 
for a Godly Play story, work response, scripture reading, and prayer.  
 
Sunday, May 18 – “Thank  you” Carnation Day. Children’s Sunday School volunteers 
will be wearing white carnations in thanksgiving for their service this year. Meeting 
for all children’s Sunday School volunteers of 2013-14 and those interested in helping 
for 2014-15 immediately following worship in room 106. 
 
Sunday, May 25 – Last day of children’s Sunday School until September 7.  
 
Sunday, June 8, Day of Pentecost - Meeting for all VBS volunteers immediately 
 following worship in room 106.  
 
July 14-18 Vacation Bible School, Workshop of Wonders – Imagine and Build with 
God!  Mark your calendars, register your children, and sign up to help at the display in 
Duntreath Hall. See specific volunteer openings in this edition of the Torch. 

Questions? Contact Becky Loggins, Director of Children’s Ministries  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES WISH LIST   

 

For VBS: (donate or loan) Lego sets (basic, original size), Play-Doh, foil, boxes and  
cardboard tubes of all sizes (spray paint them ahead of time if you like!), wheels, 

Slinkys, oscillating tower type fans (short or tall, to become robots), vinyl tablecloths in 
solid colors, paint brushes, silver dryer ducts, empty paint buckets, blueprint paper 

(new or used), and other similar items. Be sure your name is on all loaned items. 
Crayola Washable Markers,  Classic Colors 
Crayola “LARGE” crayons (preschooler size) 
Bottles Elmer’s White Glue 
Bottles of Aleene’s Original Tacky Glue or Elmer’s Craft Glue 
Glue sticks 
Bottles of Elmer’s Wood Glue 
Pieces of corrugated cardboard 12” X 20” (sides removed), as in the base of a 
package of bottled water 
New, non-parent nursery helpers (youth and adult) 
New Sunday School teachers, class assistants, snack server/buyers for 2014-15 
VBS volunteers and children registered 

Items can be brought to the church office during the week (label them “for children’s 
Sunday School” or “VBS”) or to room 205 on Sunday mornings. Those interested in the 
volunteer needs should contact Becky Loggins via email @ krebeccagoode@gmail.com 
or by phone: 201-0571. 
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FAITH NIGHT AT THE DIAMOND 

 On Saturday, May 10th, join other members 
of Tuckahoe at the Diamond for “Faith Night”.   
The game begins at 6:00 p.m.  There is a special  

discounted price of $5.00 per ticket if we get  
20+ people to sign up.  Kit has talked to the  

Diamond and the plan is to have as many people  
as possible join up and sit in the same general admission section.  If you are interested, 
please call Kit to make your reservation. She can be reached at either 804-405-9722 (cell) 
or 804-346-0616 (home).  You can make your check out to her and she will purchase the 

tickets at the box office a few days before the game.  The deadline to make your  
reservation is Monday, May 5th.   

WHAT TO DO WITH YOUR SUMMER??? 

Yes, we do “slow down” a little at Tuckahoe in the summer, with worship at 
10:00 a.m. (beginning June 1) and no Sunday School for children and youth; 

but, there are plenty of reasons to stay “in touch” at Tuckahoe.   
Stay tuned for upcoming announcements of study and fellowship events to 

take place during June, July and August.  Stay in touch to learn about possible 
plans for a movie night, ice cream social, game night,  

Service of Healing and Wholeness, or a “TPC Reads” event.   
And take advantage of outreach opportunities (be a Lamb’s Basket volunteer 

or help prep for the Yard Sale, for  example) and volunteer options (there is the 
whole week of Vacation Bible School that needs volunteers and opportunities 

to teach our children and youth in the fall!)   

WE WANT TO SEE YOUR SMILING FACES MORE 

THAN JUST ON SUNDAY MORNINGS!! 
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UPCOMING WEDNESDAY NIGHT  

SUPPER MENUS AND PROGRAMS 

Join your Tuckahoe Family each Wednesday night through 
May 21st for dinner beginning at 6:00 pm with a program from 

6:45 to 7:30 p. m.  Music & Motion and Skittles will continue 
for children age 2 and above, and will run concurrent  

with the adult programming 

DATE MENU PROGRAM 

May 7 TPC Cooking Team—Hot 
Dogs, Potato Chips, Baked 
Beans, Cole Slaw, Macaroni ‘n 
Cheese, Dessert 

    Tiffany Hall, Director, The Micah Initiative, 
an association of Richmond-area faith  

communities that partner with Richmond Public 
Schools to support the nurturing of children. She 
will talk to us about the needs of RPSs and The  

Micah Initiative, including their need for  
volunteers. 

May 14 TPC’s Staff Cooking Team—A 
Pizza Extravaganza— pizza 
varieties, salads and desserts 
you can only dream of! 

     Wayne Dementi, of Dementi Milestone  
Publishing, publisher of 30 books, primarily 
about the Richmond area. He will talk to us 

about Facts and Legends of Richmond. 

May 21 Low Country Boil—  A meal of 
shrimp, sausage, corn on the 
cob, potatoes, onions and garlic 
cooked and eaten outside.  It’s 
an experience you don’t want 
to miss! 

An Evening of Food, Fun and Fellowship! -  
Bring the whole family for this fun, outdoor 

event that ends the Wednesday Night Supper 
programs until the fall.  Come share good food, 

conversation and caring with each other! 

ANNUAL CHURCH PICNIC 

Our annual summer picnic is scheduled for Sunday, June 1st at 

4:00 PM, on the lawn in front of Wilson Hall.  The Richmond 

Pops will provide great music for entertainment after dinner.  

In case of rain, the picnic will be held inside.  It’s covered dish, 

so bring your favorite to serve eight people.  You may also 

want to tuck a lawn chair or a blanket in your trunk.  Watch 

for more news during the month of May.   



OUTREACH 

10 

2014 YARD SALE 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH 

Keep the second Saturday in September on your  
radar. Sales from this event will help fund mission 
trips for our congregation. Also, be thinking about 
those treasured items in your house which might  

become treasures for someone else. If possible, hold 
onto your treasures until September. However, if 
there is a reason that such treasures must go now, 

contact Terry Brady (740-1768) and an effort will be 
made to accommodate you and your treasures. 

SUMMER MISSION TRIP 2014 

Our Mission Team of 26 members of our Tuckahoe family will be traveling to 
 Kentucky for the week of June 21— 28, 2014 to once again work with the  

Appalachian Service Project (ASP).  Thank you to the congregation for your thoughts 
and prayers for this group from Tuckahoe that they may have safe travels and be 

lead to be the “heart, voice, hands and feet of Christ”. 

LAMB’S BASKET 

DONATIONS 

Thank you,  Tuckahoe! You contributed 
almost 70 pounds of non-perishable 

food in April.  We need to increase our 
contributions as the summer months  
approach, though!  Always needed:  

peanut butter, canned fruits and  
vegetables, pasta (both dried and 

canned), and cereal.  
Remember to deposit your food  

donation in a Sunday School room or in 
the hall area between the narthex and 

 Duntreath Hall. 

OUTREACH DIVISION’S 

PRAYER REQUEST 

Please support all of our graduates, 
from kindergartners through college, 
with your prayers as they embark on 
this busy time of year full of testing, 

changes and memorable  
moments. 

Graduation is a time for reflection 

on the labors of the past;   

the accomplishments of the  

present; and the possibilities 

 of the future. 
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AROUND THE CHURCH 

Flossie Quensen writes: “To my Church People, 
God’s spirit shines through in people like you all.  
Thanks for all my flowers and calls, coming to see 
me and prayers.  Thanks again for deliveries from 
Ginger and Olivia.  I love you all.  Prayers are with 
you all.  Love, Flossie” 
 
Ruth Erickson writes:  “Dear Tuckahoe Family, 
For your many kind expressions of caring—cards, 
calls, visits, assurance of prayer for my timely heal-
ing, please accept my heartfelt thanks.  How blessed we are to be members of this spiritual 
body!  Blessings, Ruth” 
 
Jim Bushong writes:  “As one of the newest members of TPC, Diane and I were 
 surprised by the outpouring of care and affection from so many in this congregation over the 
past weeks since our accident.  The cards, calls, flowers and gifts of food (really good food!) 
we received were deeply appreciated, particularly as they symbolize the warmth of welcome 
and feeling of inclusion we have both experienced over the past 6 months.  We always run the 
danger of  omitting someone when listing folks at a time like this; but, four families in partic-
ular must be noted.  The Flournoys, the Bradys, the DeBolts and Brad Burnett made pilgrim-
ages South of the River to deliver expressions of love and care.  Staff and officers (Patrick, 
Ginger and Kit) have been in close contact to make sure we were making progress in recov-
ery.  We give thanks and praise to God that no one was seriously injured in the accident and 
for our new church family.  In gratitude, Jim.” 

OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHIES 

 Our Christian sympathies are extended to these 
 members of our Tuckahoe family: 

 Don Virgin and his family on the death of his wife, 
Madge, on April 6, 2014, 
 Joie Carter and her family on the death of her husband, 
Warren, on April 18, 2014, and 
 the family of Joyce O’Leary on her death on April 18, 
2104. 
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BE SURE WE HAVE 

YOUR GRADUATE’S  

INFORMATION! 

If you have a child graduating from 
high school or college this spring, 

please be sure the church office has 
all the information necessary to 

share their exciting news with the 
congregation.  Email your child’s 

full name, school they are graduat-
ing from, degree type, future plans 
(job, if known, or college to attend).  
You may email the details to Mary 
McGee at office@tuckahoepres.org.  
The deadline to be included in the 
June Torch edition and the June 1st 

bulletin is May 27th.  Thank you 
for helping us celebrate these great 

accomplishments! 

NEWS FROM THE 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 

Please join us for our spring luncheon on 
Tuesday, May 6.  Circles will meet at church 

at 10:30, followed by a general meeting in 
John Knox Chapel at 11:00.  Rev. Patrick  

Dennis will conclude this year’s Horizons  
Bible Study with a lesson entitled “God’s 

Abiding Presence.”  Anne Driscoll, Area VII 
Leader, will install officers.  Lunch will be 
served at 11:45.  The menu is ham biscuits,  

deviled eggs, garden club potato salad,  
orange jello salad, and Texas sheet cake.   

Reservations may be made after worship on 
May 4, or by contacting Meg Packard at  

754-0602.  Cost is $6.   
All women are welcome. 

Contributions to the Birthday Offering will 
be collected at the May meeting. This year’s 
donations will go to the Blue Corn Mothers 
Alliance, an organization in Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, which provides services to  

Native American women who have  
experienced domestic violence.   

 
SPRING SERVICE PROJECT 
Hilliard House, an organization that assists 
homeless women and their children, needs 
the following items: 
1) Twin sheet sets in new or very good used 

condition. One of their goals is to give 
each family new sheets when they leave 
the program. 

2) All-purpose spray 
cleaners without bleach 
(such as 409 or Spic ‘n 
Span, available at  

      Dollar Tree) 
3)   String mops 
4)   Paper towels 
5)   Toilet tissue 
Please leave items in room 
106.  Deadline is May 6.   

AFTER CHURCH  

FELLOWSHIP HOSTS 

NEEDED!! 

Please check the After Church  
Fellowship Hour Calendar in the 

 hallway between the Narthex and 
Duntreath Hall.  Most Sundays  

during the summer are still in need of 
 hosts/hostesses!  Keep it  

simple...lemonade and cookies will 
suffice at 11:00 a.m., following our 

earlier summer worship. 
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Tuckahoe    Vacation 
Presbyterian  Bible 
Church        School                                                                                                   
    2014  
   
 

 
 
 
 
 

Registrants AND volunteers please complete and return!  
Vacation Bible School will be held from 9:00 a.m. to 12:10 p.m. the week of July 14th – 18th.  VBS is open to all children ages three years 
(born by 1/1/11) through rising fifth graders.  Please note that all participants must be toilet trained.  Nursery will be available only 

for younger children of VBS volunteers.  This summer’s program is “WORKSHOP OF WONDERS: IMAGINE AND BUILD WITH GOD!” 
At WORKSHOP OF WONDERS , children will become Visioneers as they explore how the ordinary becomes extraordinary with God and 
use their hearts, minds, and imaginations to serve God. The wondrous works of God and His living Word will be experienced 
through: 

· Daily Wonder Words and Vision Verses    ·  
Bible Stories of people who  used what they had to make something amazing with God 

· Wonder Workshop (assembly time) · Song Studio (music)  · Crafts Lab (crafts) 
·Angel Alcove (outreach)  · Game Garage (recreation)  · Snack Stop (cooking), and much, much more! 

. 
PLEASE consider being a volunteer for Vacation Bible School and complete the information at the bottom of this form.  We need 

many people to make this week a success. 
Please register each child with the information below and return the registration forms to the church office (mailing address below) or 

to the VBS mailbox inside the church with a check for $10 per child (a maximum of $25 per family) to Tuckahoe Presbyterian Church 
as soon as possible.  Please contact Becky Loggins, 201-0571 or email  

krebeccagoode@gmail.com if you have any questions or need additional forms.                                              
  "You are the God who works wonders."–Psalm 77:14  

***************************************************************************************************************************************************** 
 
Child’s Name _____________________________________ Sex______  Age on 7/14/13 _______  Birthdate __________ 

Street Address _____________________________________________________________________________________                                                                                         

City ___________________________________            State _________                                         Zip Code ___________  

Parents’ Names  _________________________________________  Email Address ______________________________ 

Home phone ______________________ Work phone ______________________ Cell phone_______________________                                                                                                                

Child will be entering: _______Preschool 3 yr old_____ Preschool 4 yr old _______Kindergarten or the ________Grade in the fall of 

2014. 

Attends what church?  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

How did you hear about Vacation Bible School? ___________________________________________________________ 

Other Emergency Contact & Relationship ________________________________________ Phone __________________ 

Allergies or Conditions: _______________________________________________________________________________ 

Pediatrician’s Name __________________________________________and phone number _______________________ 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 HOW CAN YOU HELP? VOLUNTEER NOW!     Areas include teachers, assistants, and youth helpers for:  
classrooms, music, recreation, cooking, arts & crafts, worship, nursery, refreshments, supplies, decorating, and publicity.              
               

*_____  I can help as a teacher, assistant, or youth helper (circle one) and would prefer ________ grade.   
              
   
*_____ I can help with ________________________________ .  Days, if any, not available:______________________  
 
*Name________________________________  Phone number __________________ Email______________________        
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------------------------------ 

Please return this form with a check as soon as possible to: 
Tuckahoe Presbyterian Church, 7000 Park Ave., Richmond, VA 23226 

mailto:krebeccagoode@gmail.com
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TUCKAHOE STAFF 
Patrick Dennis, Pastor 

Mark Cain, Director of Music Ministries 
Rebecca Loggins, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Mary McGee, Office Administrator 
Sarah Morgan, Director of Youth Ministries 

Joan Neff,  Organist 
Ginger Spence, Director of Visitation 

Telephone: 282-2860   
E-mail: office@tuckahoepres.org 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT: 
 

Called by God, to be the heart, 
voice, hands and feet  

of Christ where  
the Spirit leads us. 

The Torch is a monthly newsletter of     
Tuckahoe Presbyterian Church.  
Deadline is the 18th of each month. 
Editor-Mary McGee; email: office@tuckahoepres.org 

TUCKAHOE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH                   

  7000 Park Avenue                                    
 Richmond, VA 23226-3624                                                                         

                             
 

           


